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Z.—Sex and Conjugal Condition of Immigrants intoe Canada, by Age-Groups, fiscal
year ended Mar. 31, 1927,
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3.—Sex Distribution of Immigrants as Adult Males, Adult Females and Children,
fiscal years ended Mar, 31, 1911=1927.
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Racial Origin of Immigrant Arrivals.—Immigration, which was at a low ebb
during the war period, may once more become, when normal conditions are restored,
the chief means of reinforeing our population and filling up the vast waste spaces of
Canada. But where any considerable immigration inte a democratic country
cceurs, the racial and linguistic composition of that immigration becomes of para-
mount importance. Canadians generally prefer that settlers should be of a readily
assimilable type, already identified hy race or language with one or other of the
two great races now inhabiting this country—and thus prepared for the assurnption
of the duties of democratic Canadian citizenship. Since the French are not to any
great extent an emigrating people, this means in practice that the great bulk of the
preferable settlers are those who speak the English language—those ecoming from
the United Kingdom or the United States. Next in order of readiness of assimila-
tion are the Seandinavians and the Duteh, who readily learn English and are already
acquainted with the working of free democratic institutions. Settlers from South-
ern and Eastern Eurcope, however desirable from the purely economic point of view,
are less readily assimilated, and the Canadianizing of the people from these regions
who came to Canada in the first fourteen years of this century is a problem both in
the agricultural Prairie Provinces and in the cities of the East. Less assimilable
still, according to the general opinion of Canadiang, are those who come to Canada
from the Orient. On the whole the great bulk of Canadian immigration of the
past generation has been drawn from the English-zpeaking countries and from
those Continental European countries where the population is ethnically nearly
related to the British, though in recent years there has been an increasing immigra-
tion of Slavs,

The racial origins of the immigrants who arrived in Clanada in the fscal yvears
ended Mar. 31, 1926 and 1927, are shown in Table 4, While those of the British
races (including immigrants of British races from the United States) numbered
60,853 in 1927 as compared with 47,427 in 1826, immigrants of lluropean continental
races increased notably from 47,545 in 1926 to 81,966 in 1927. The most out-
standing individual increases which went to make up this total were: Belgians



